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After about 50 metres you will come to Almeys’ Lane. On the corner with
High Street you will see a Blue Plaque 37 erected in memory of the Almey
family who fought at the Battle of Waterloo. The building the plaque is
attached to was formally a shop owned by Isaac Abbott and you can still
the name in mosaic in the entrance. 71 & 73 High Street 16
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EARL SHILTON HERITAGE WALKS
THE OAK AND ASH CIRCULAR WALK (4km gentle stroll. Approx 1hr)

Opposite you will see a building which was the former blacksmith 38.
Continue down the High Street crossing at the junction with Alexander
Avenue. On the corner you will see the Independent Chapel 36 built in
1824.
Passing on you will come to the former Barwell & Earl Shilton Cooperative Society 15 built in 1886
Continue down the High Street and on the right you will see the Red
Lion13 and on the left a Blue Plaque denoting the first home of Pukka
Pies, and next door The Mansion 12, a unique building in Earl Shilton.
You are now entering The Hollow, and will see on your left the King
William IV 33 and immediately afterwards the former National
Westminster Bank 11. On the right hand side of the road is The Earl Shilton
Building Society 9
Just before crossing over Station Road, glancing to the right you will see
The Stute 10 built in 1909.
After crossing, in about 20 metres you will pass the Methodist Church 28
and then the Cenotaph, which was erected in 1920 and dedicated in
1922

In Leicestershire, near to the town of Earl Shilton, is a very special tree. It is in fact
two trees that have bonded to-gether. Nothing unusual in that you might think, but
these trees are two different species. One is an oak (Quercus robur) and the other
is an ash (Fraxinus excelsior).
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This particular tree, or should I say trees, is located by a public footpath so
consequently it is visited by a lot of people from in and around Earl Shilton and the
adjoining villages which the footpath links with.
It is difficult to say just how old the tree is, but I would estimate at least 175 years,
possibly a bit older. Obviously the two seeds, or young trees, were planted at the
same time to have grown together so well. I say "planted" because a local legend
says that they were planted by two young lovers.
THE LEGEND of the OAK & ASH as told by Mr Ted Orton
Decades ago when the open fields were farmed by families of both communities, a
young woman from Peckleton caught the eye of a young man from Earl Shilton.
They would smile at one another across the fields during their labours and as harvest
approached and the days grew shorter the youth vowed he must meet with her
before winter set in and their toils were done.
When his father asked him to fetch water from the stream the boy was delighted as it
meant he would pass close by his belle. And so he did, whispering “I love you, meet
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me tonight at this spot if you love me.” The girl did indeed love the boy and their
first meeting alone became one of many.
However, their romance was not to be. The girl’s father pledged her to another man
and obedient daughter as she was, she agreed.
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Follow the route toward Earl Shilton Church in the distance and over a
stile to a footpath between the houses leading onto Church Street.



Turn right and after about 50 metres cross the road and then turn left
onto the stepped footpath which will lead you past the Parish Church of
St Simon & St Jude 44, and into the Queen Elizabeth II Hallfields Park 8.
You will see on your left a wooden bridge over a ditch a stone archway,
this is a ‘folly’. Rising behind it is the ‘Castle Mound’ with its beacon.



Taking the crossways path opposite you will pass the Waterloo Memorial

In the spring during their last tryst the boy had an idea which, though apart in body,
would mean they were together forever in spirit.
They would plant the seeds of a tree side by side, he an acorn and she the winged
seed of an ash, so their love would have a living monument.
And so they did. But instead of growing apart, as the seasons passed the saplings
grew closer, with the oak wrapping itself around the ash to protect it in a fond
embrace - an echo of the love between the two.
Now follow the directions, which will take you to this ‘Magical Place’
Starting point: Town Centre (Wood Street)
 Cross road and turn right into Kings Walk
 Walk straight ahead keeping Age UK on your left into Wood Street Park 48
and follow footpath northwards adjacent to Kings Walk.
 Continue on path to Keats Lane between Earl Shilton Town Cricket Club27
on your left and Kingscroft Bowls Club 29 on your right.
 Turn right into Keats Lane passing on your right the remaining building of
Mr Linney’s old glove factory 14 to the rear of No 83




Turn left immediately before The Dog and Gun public house along Green
Lane.(T94)
Continue for approx 200mts passing allotments on your left.
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Take the path to your right to the park gates.
Immediately leaving the park follow the jitty, known locally as Gaffer’s
Alley 39 leading onto High Street.
Turn left and follow the main road back into Earl Shilton.
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Continue forward for 100mts and turn right over a stile.
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Take the stile on your right and head diagonally to the opposite hedge
across the field where you will find a waymarked stile over a ditch and
into the adjoining field.(T93)
Continue across this field in a diagonal direction toward the gate and stile
opposite.
Turn right along a narrow path between two fences.
Over the next stile will take you out at Shilton Road, (beware of fast
moving traffic).
Head straight across the two roads to a kissing gate into open fields.(T72)
Continue straight ahead in the direction of Peckleton Church on the
horizon toward a gate and stile then enter another field.
Carry on toward a wooden bridge (known locally as the Pinkhole). There
are differing opinions as to the origin of the name, one being due to the
presence of small fish referred to as ‘pinkies’ found there, another to
colouring caused by mineral deposits.

Once over cross this field diagonally to a stile in the hedge next to an oak
tree.
Distance 3kms.

Distance 1 km.
 Cross the bridge, over the stile and continue across the field toward the
small metal gate opposite.
 Travel diagonally across the next field.
 Cross straight over a farm track which leads down to Folly Farm on your
left and on through another field containing a National Grid pylon.
 Continue forward toward an open gap in the hedge keeping the pylon on
your right.
 Continue in the same direction through this next field diagonally to the
right hand corner of the field.
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Turn right bridge through the gate at the end and immediately turn left and head
toward the large tree in the middle of the field (the Oak and Ash).
July 2001
July 2011

Autumn 2017
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January 2018


Through the stile at end of the spinney.

Distance 2 kms.
 Travel straight ahead keeping the hedge on your left.
 Through the gate and you have reached Leicester Road.
 Turn left along the road for 400mts, just after power lines above cross the
road and descend the bank steps to a stile.(T86)
 Continue across ground which has been levelled for transporting, to
Dalebrook Farm to a stile and small bridge opposite.
This tree has been extensively damaged by the winter storms of 2017 and as such
the ash tree has unfortunately broken away from the oak. It is uncertain at this
time as to whether this part will recover.



At the tree pass over the stile to the right and you will reach the
bridleway gallop where horses from the neighbouring Hall Farm Racing
stables train.(T75)
A left turn here would take you into Peckleton village, approx ½ km away
but for this shorter walk turn right along the gallop and through the
spinney for approx 300mts.



Head diagonally to the right to reach a bridge over the brook, cross over
and turn left.

